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FCC Further Expands HF Phone Subbands 


Effective September Ist, new HF phone 
spectrum will be available to the radio ama- 
teur in the 80, 15 and 10 meter bands! Hawai- 
ian and Alaskan amateurs are also being 
allowed expanded 40 meter telephony privi- 
leges due to their close proximity to ITU 
Region 3. 


It all started four years ago when six 
amateurs and ham clubs submitted petitions to 
the FCC seeking additional HF voice frequen- 
cies. They argued that existing telephony sub- 
bands were badly congested. 


The ARRL got on the bandwagon in 1981 
and they too filed a petition for rulemaking 
seeking to expand the 20 meter phone band by 
50 kHz for General and Extra Class level 
amateurs... 25 kHz for Advanced Class. 


The ARRL noted that the amateur popu- 
lation had doubled in the two decades since a 
change was last made in the 14-MHz ham 
band. While the League's position was popular 
in the United States, it met with instant 
opposition in foreign amateur circles - partic- 
ularly in Canada where amateurs could ope- 
rate in the so-called foreign phone band 
(14.100 to 14.200 MHz) free of American com- 
petition. 


20 METER PHONE BAND EXPANDED_IN_19 83 


The FCC ‘responded to the seven 


petitions by simply suggesting (in a NPRM 
issued February 11, 1982) that the 20 meter 
phone subband be increased by 50 kHz (14.150 
to 14.200) for all classes. In the end, 
however, the League prevailed and _ the 
Commission adopted a First Report and Order 
on March 31, 1983 which provided for 
expanded voice privileges contiguous with the 
existing 14-MHz voice subbands. General 
Class telephony spectrum was expanded down 
to the 14.225 level, Advanced to 14.175 and 
Extra Class to 14.150 MHz. 


The FCC said "We are persuaded that 
the small potential impact of the proposed 
telephony subband expansion on non-U.S. ama- 
teurs is outweighed by the necessity to allev- 
iate the extraordinary overcrowding that U.S. 
amateurs currently face in the 14-MHz band." 


Canadian amateurs preferred the result- 
ing method of U.S. HF voice expansion since 
it effectively excluded 70% of all U.S. ama- 
teurs from intruding into their sacred foreign 
phone band. The issue clearly split the Canad- 
ian ARRL Division with the League, however. 


There were those that said that this 
issue ranked first as the reason that the 
CRRL felt that it was in the best interest of 
Canada that they seek autonomy from the 
League. Foreign interests also sought less 
presence for the ARRL_  in_ international 
(IARU) amateur circles. 
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ADDITIONAL VOICE SUBBANDS PROPOSED... 


While most of the original petitioners for 
increased HF telephony spectrum asked for 
expansion of all HF bands, the League did 
not. (The ARRL only asked for additional 20 
meter phone privileges.) Responding to the 
other petitions, the FCC _ simultaneously 
released a Further Notice of Proposed Rule- 
making for public comment along with the 
20-meter First Report and Order. This NPRM 
closly followed the petitions of Philip Galasso 
of Iselin, NJ, (K2PG) and the Williamette Val- 
ley DX Club. 


The FCC noted that the "vast majority 
of comments received supported the concept 
of expanding many or all of the HF bands." 
Twenty-six comments (and one reply comment) 
were received by the Commission in all. The 
Canadian Radio Relay League opposed U.S. 80 
meter phone exapansion. It would "interfere 
with Canadian public service nets," they 
argued. There was some opposition to expand- 
ing the 10-meter voice segment also. Several 
U.S. commenters argued that this would inter- 
fere with beacon operation. 


AUTHORIZES NEW_HE_ VOICE SUBBANDS 


With the approach of the _ traditional 
August recess and due to a heavy rulemaking 
backlog, the FCC elected to take final action 
on the NPRM via the "circulation route" 
rather than having the issue appear as a regu- 
lar Commissioner's meeting agenda item. Since 
the issue was basically non-controversial in 
U.S. amateur circles, the Commissioners sim- 
‘ply concurred with the FCC staff's HF expan- 
sion ‘recommendation independently at their 
office rather than at the open meeting level. 


"It is apparent from the comments that 
there is no uniform opinion in the matter of 
expanding telephony privileges for amateur 
operators in the high frequency bands," the 
FCC noted in their July 18th order. "We 
believe that the privleges set forth in our 
proposal are justified and equitable to all 
license classes..." The FCC approved the 
expanded voice subbands in the 80, 15 and 10 


meter amateur bands as originally proposed. 
Effective September Ist, the following 
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additional HF telephony subbands are being 
expanded: 


80_meters New Subband Present Band (+) 


Extra 3750-4000 3775-4000 +25 
Advanced 3775-4000 3 800-4000 +25 
General 3850-4000 3 890-4000 +40 


15 meters New Subband Present Band (+) 


Extra 21.200-21.450 21.250-21.450 +50 
Advanced 21.225-21.450 21.270-21.450 +45 
General 21-300-21.450 21.350-21.450 +50 


10_ meters New Subband Present Band (+) 


All 2 8.300-29.700 28.500-29.700 
(General, Advanced, Extra) 


EXPANDED 40-M_A3_ IN HAWAII & ALASKA 


In addition, the Commission has acted on 
a petition initiated by Randy Sobol, KH6XX, 
who requested additional 40 meter phone priv- 
ileges for amateurs residing in and near 
Hawaii. Sobol asked that U.S. amateur stations 
located west of 150 degrees West longitude 
and south of 30 degrees North latitude be 
authorized telephony operation in the 7075 to 
7100 kHz segment. 


+200 


He argued that the Hawaiian Islands 
were within a few hundred miles of Region 3 
where A3 is authorized on these frequencies. 
He also noted that the Hawaiian Islands are 
2500 miles from the nearest U.S. mainland. 
"Our geographic proximity to Region 3 ren- 
ders extremely strong Asian broadcast inter- 
ference," he said. 


The ARRL opposed expanding 40-meter 
voice privileges for most U.S. amateurs since 
it "would be detrimental to telegraph opera- 
tions." The League did, however, support the 
expansion for Hawaii only "since it was a 
unique situation" and "would relieve them 
from Region | and 3 broadcast interference." 


In acting on Sobol's petition, the FCC 
noted that there were parts of Alaska that 
were closer to Region 3 than Hawaii and that 
they also needed relief from Region 3 short- 
wave broadcast stations. In view of this, the 


Commission elected to include the state of 
Alaska in the rulemaking. Thus both the 
Hawaiian Islands (and adjacent areas) and 
Alaska obtain expanded 40 meter phone fre- 
quencies (7075-7100 kHz) effective September 
1, at 0001 UTC. 

(Second Report and Order released by FCC 
7/20/84, FCC Docket 82-83 and RM-4228) 
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ARRL APPROVED AS VEC BY COMMISSION 


a a SS 


The ARRL is now a Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator. On July 12 the Commission ruled 
on Docket 84-265 permitting recoupment of 
expenses by VECs. In anticipation of this, 
ARRL had filed its petition to become a VEC 
on June 27. On July 21, culminating more 
than two years of intensive planning and 
preparation, representatives of the ARRL and 
the FCC signed a Memorandum of Agreement 
at the ARRL National Convention in New 
York City. 


The agreement authorizes the ARRL to 
accredit Volunteer Examiners and coordinate 
giving upgrade exams in each of the 13 EGC 
defined regions. The ARRL will now proceed 
on its announced course of action, coordinat- 
ing Technician, General, Advanced and Extra 
Class exams at hamfests and conventions in 


September and October. 


Beginning in November of this year, 
ARRL will coordinate exams at any location. 
Sponsors must register their intent with the 
ARRL VEC Office (225 Main Street, Newing- 
ton, CT 06111) at least 75 days in advance. 


The thousands of Advanced and Extra 
Class licensees who have applied to serve as 
Volunteer Examiners with the ARRL_ should 
complete and return their application materi- 
als to headquarters as soon as possible. They 
will be accredited and sent credentials in 
time for the first ARRL coordinated exam 
sessions in September. 


To determine when exams will next be 
given in your local area, check hamfest and 
convention brochures for September and Octo- 
ber. Your FCC field office has exam schedule 
information for all VECs. 

(Text of WLAW Bulletin, July 21, 1984) 
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WHAT THE ARRL DIDN'T SAY.... 


...was that the FCC's General Counsel 
had some questions regarding the sufficiency 
of the so-called "Chinese Wall" that suppos- 
edly devides the League's testing and publica- 
tions departments. 


The League submitted a revised "Propo- 
sal for ARRL to Serve as Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator" just 2 days before the ARRL 
National Convention held in New York City 
the weekend of July 21-22. The revised pro- 
posal was accepted by the FCC. The differ- 
ence between the first (June 27th) and second 
proposal was just a couple of lines. 


A summary of the ARRL VEC Proposal 
follows: 


(1.) - The League agreed to the routine FCC 
provisions of being a VEC: 

(a.) - It intends to require recoupment of 
expenses as provided in Section 97.36 of the 
Rules. 

(b.) - ARRL will seek to recruit a broad 
representation of amateur radio operators to 
serve as Volunteer Examiners and will not dis- 
criminate in accrediting them on the basis of 
race, sex, religion, national origin or member- 
ship (of lack thereof) in any amateur radio 
organization (including the ARRL.) Thus non- 
League members can be ARRL_ Volunteer 
Examiners. 

(c.) - The League will test any qualified 
candidate without regard to race, sex, relig- 
ion, national origin or membership (or lack 
thereof) in any amateur radio organization. 

(d.) - The League does not manufacture 
or distribute equipment used in connection 
with amateur radio transmissions, but does 
"publish a library of technical, operating and 
training manuals that are used in the prepara- 
tion for obtaining amateur radio station oper- 
ator licenses. Necessary and sufficient pre- 
ventative measures... have been taken to pre- 
clude any possible conflict of interest." 


CONFLICT OF INTEREST MEASURES.... 


The ARRL said that the "League's situa- 
tion is analogous to that of a large, multi- 
faceted brokerage house. One function of 
such an organization is to advise clients in 
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what securities to invest in, even more 
directly, to manage clients' investment port- 
folio. Another function of the same organiza- 
tion is to underwrite or finance corporate 
takeovers, mergers, buyouts and the like. 
Advance knowledge of corporate restructuring 
from the financing branch of the brokerage 
house, ‘insider information,' obviously could 
be used to unfair advantage by the investment 
branch." 


The League noted that the Securities 
and Exchange Commission allows this situation 
to exist if "the two areas (are)... functionally 
separate and no exchange of information is 
permited between the two; such a condition 
has come to be known as ‘erecting a Chinese 
Wall' between the two functional areas." The 
ARRL proposed to erect such a_ barrier 
between their testing and publishing depart- 
ments. 


The original proposal did not clearly 
spell out that the ARRL's question/answer 
pool would be released to the public in order 
to not have an unfair test and license prepa- 
ration material advantage. The revised pro- 
posal had the following (different) sentence 
"This material (meaning the various test ques- 
tions and multiple choice answers/distractors) 
will be placed in the public domain without 
copyright protection, and will not be changed 
so frequently as to frustrate the intent of 
this availability." 


",,.the only ‘insider information' will be 
the specific questions (test designs) to be 
used during a particular time period." The 
ARRL's VEC proposal emphasized that the 
Examination Program Department "will have 
no involvement with League publications, or 
other duties that would pose a conflict..." 


The Revised (July 19th) proposal also 
stipulated that only the ARRL president and 
General Manager "who have oversight respon- 
sibility for the overall operation of the 
League (will) have the right to request access 
to the exact test designs. "...any such request 
will be made a matter or record... Staff mem- 
bers will be informed that willful breach of 
the 'Chinese Wall' with the intent of frustrat- 
ing its intent could lead to dismissal; inadver- 
tent breach would lead to lessor sanction." 
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ARCHITECTURE OF THE "CHINESE WALL" 


In preparing to become a VEC, the 
ARRL identified one organizational change 
that was needed to avoid the appearance of a 
conflict of interest. Previously, study material 
contained in the ARRL License Manual was 
prepared by the staff of the Training Branch 
in the Club and Training Department. This 
function was transferred to the Technical 
Department in late 1983. 


Dave Sumner, 
Manager, said in his proposal that 
staff members who are engaged in the prepa- 
ration and distribution of publications will be 
given specific instructions that they are not 
to seek or to accept information relating to 
test designs, and that they are to report any 
attempted violation to their supervisor immed- 
iately." 


KI1ZZ, League General 


Sumner also asked the FCC to mark any 
correspondence concerning test designs as 
"Personal" or "Confidential". Volunteer Exami- 
ners will be asked to return examination 
materials in specially provided envelopes 
marked in much the same way. 


"In arranging for the printing of examin- 
ations, only VE program staff will perform 
typesetting and layout and thus will have 
access to the actual examination questions. 
Only printers who can ensure security (includ- 
ing accounting for spoilage) will be con- 
tracted to print examinations. Confidential 
test-design information, including that stored 
on diskette, will be kept in a secure, locked 
area, with access limited to program staff." 


The League said "As a matter of policy, 
ARRL will not use its status as a VEC in pro- 
moting the sale of its publications. Both staff 
and volunteer field personnel will be instruct- 
ed to avoid any such reference." 


"The ARRL is committed to maintaining 
and enhancing the integrity of the examina- 


tion program for licensing in the Amateur 
Radio Service, and believes the steps describ- 
ed are necessary and sufficient measures to 
preclude either the fact or the appearance of 
a conflict of interest between its service as a 
provider of study material and as a VEC." 


"Those | 
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ICROPHONE EQUALIZATION - SEPT, TRN 


Want to increase your effectiveness in 
working DX? Want your audio to be pleasant 
and easily understood? Or would you like to 
understand more about the principles of audio 
that effect communications quality and effec- 
tiveness? 


Amateurs have not been well schooled in 
testing and correcting these deficiencies. (Do 
you know what your transmitter sounds like 
over the air?) You can find out the answers 
to these questions by tuning into the North 
American Teleconference Radio Net (TRN) on 
Friday, September 14, 1984, at 7:30 p.m. CDT 
(0030Z next day.) The subject will be Micro- 


phone Equalization for Radio Communications 
presented by Bob Heil, K9EID. 


Bob will discuss such factors as: the his- 
tory of audio as related to hearing and com- 
munications; ear responses (what we _ hear) 
including Fletcher-Munson curves, audio pro- 
cessing by limiters, compressors and equaliz- 
ers, microphone frequency response and prox- 
imity effect; and speaker system limitations. 
Most important, Bob will describe practical 
ways to apply this information to improve the 
sound and effectiveness of your radio station. 


Bob is especially qualified to speak on 
audio in radio communciations. Early on he 
trained and perfected his listening as a pro- 
fessional musician. He then moved on to the 
design, development, production and operation 
of sound reinforcement systems for prominent 
performers. He is the author of the book "The 
Practical Guide to Concert Sound" (as well as 
a handbook for radio amateurs) and serves as 
a college lecturer on audio systems, 


Bob was honored at Dayton as 1982 
"Amateur of the Year." He is also a well 
known exponent of converting surplus CB 
transceiver boards to 10-meter FM as a 
practical way to encourage building activities 
by amateurs. 


TRN may be heard on over 180 gateway 
stations, mostly VHF repeaters, across North 
America. A complete list of stations is on the 
CompuServe "Hamnet" database. Stations that 
would like to participate in the TRN lectures 


Broadcast Satellite broadcasting 
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should contact Rick Whiting (W@TN) at the 
Honeywell Amateur Radio Club, Mail Station 
MN26-4201, Honeywell, Inc., Honeywell Plaza, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408. 


ape ape 


@Effective August 8, 1984, the United 
States has signed a Third Party traffic agree- 
ment with St. Christopher, Nevis and Anguilla. 
St. Christopher is also known as St. Kitts. 
Callsign prefixes are VP2E and VP2K. The 
islands are located in the south carribean. 


BUBBMUUMMABMMM HHRMA AMMBUM BAM MMMM BH 


HAM OPERATOR EXAM QUESTIONS 
A booklet containing the FCC Amateur 
Radio Operator Study Guide and all 
1600 actual test questions for all ham 


classes (Novice through Extra) now 
available for $2.50 postpaid from: 

THE W5YI REPORT 
PO Box #10101 - Dallas, Texas - 75207 
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SATELLITE-TO-HOME TV NARROWING 


YAMBA MAAN 
HURMAMMA MMM BBM MMH 


"DBS", the broadcast future of the '70s 
might prove to be the flop of the 80's. Direct 
seems. to 
have taken a backward step lately. United 
Satellite Communications, Inc. (USCI), the one 
company that has a modified version up and 
running isn't doing well with it. In fact it is a 


financial disaster. 


Now Western Union says they will aban- 
don their plan to be a satellite carrier of 
direct-to-rooftop dish TV programming. They 
cite “insufficient interest" as their reason. 
RCA has pushed back its DBS starting date to 
1989 and says they will go with a low power 
(less costly) version. CBS dropped out of the 
DBS race completely three weeks ago. 


There are now only six companies left 
that still seem interested - although there are 
seven "second round" applications for DBS 
service on file with the FCC. Satellite Tele- 
vision Corporation (STC), a subsidiary of giant 
Comsat, is still regarding as the frontrunner 
to be eventually successful with DBS. It costs 
up to a billion dollars in start up costs to get 
into the Direct Satellite Broadcast business. 
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what securities to invest in, even more 
directly, to manage clients' investment port- 
folio. Another function of the same organiza- 
tion is to underwrite or finance corporate 
takeovers, mergers, buyouts and the like. 
Advance knowledge of corporate restructuring 
from the financing branch of the brokerage 
house, ‘insider information,’ obviously could 
be used to unfair advantage by the investment 
branch." 


The League noted that the Securities 
and Exchange Commission allows this situation 
to exist if "the two areas (are)... functionally 
separate and no exchange of information is 
permited between the two; such a condition 
has come to be known as ‘erecting a Chinese 
Wall' between the two functional areas." The 
ARRL proposed to erect such a barrier 
between their testing and publishing depart- 
ments. 


The original proposal did not clearly 
spell out that the ARRL's question/answer 
pool would be released to the public in order 
to not have an unfair test and license prepa- 
ration material advantage. The revised pro- 
posal had the following (different) sentence 
"This material (meaning the various test ques- 
tions and multiple choice answers/distractors) 


will be placed in the public domain without 
copyright protection, and will not be changed 


so frequently as to frustrate the intent of 
this availability." 


",..the only ‘insider information’ will be 
the specific questions (test designs) to be 
used during a particular time period." The 
ARRL's VEC proposal emphasized that the 
Examination Program Department "will have 
no involvement with League publications, or 
other duties that would pose a conflict..." 


The Revised (July 19th) proposal also 
stipulated that only the ARRI president and 
General Manager "who have oversight respon- 
sibility for the overall operation of the 
League (will) have the right to request access 
to the exact test designs. "...any such request 
will be made a matter or record... Staff mem- 
bers will be informed that willful breach of 
the 'Chinese Wall' with the intent of frustrat- 
ing its intent could lead to dismissal; inadver- 

tent breach would lead to lessor sanction." 


ARCHITECTURE OF THE "CHINESE WALL" 


In preparing to become a VEC, the 
ARRL identified one organizational change 
that was needed to avoid the appearance of a 
conflict of interest. Previously, study material 
contained in the ARRL License Manual was 
prepared by the staff of the Training Branch 
in the Club and Training Department. This 
function was transferred to the Technical 
Department in late 1983. 


Dave Sumner, KI1ZZ, League General 
Manager, said in his proposal that "Those 
staff members who are engaged in the prepa- 
ration and distribution of publications will be 
given specific instructions that they are not 


to seek or to accept information relating to 


test designs, and that they are to report any 
attempted violation to their supervisor immed- 
jately." 


Sumner also asked the FCC to mark any 
correspondence concerning test designs as 
"Personal" or "Confidential". Volunteer Exami- 
ners will be asked to return examination 
materials in specially provided envelopes 
marked in much the same way. 


"In arranging for the printing of examin- 
ations, only VE program staff will perform 
typesetting and layout and thus will have 
access to the actual examination questions. 
Only printers who can ensure security (includ- 
ing accounting for spoilage) will be con- 
tracted to print examinations. Confidential 
test-design information, including that stored 
on diskette, will be kept in a secure, locked 
area, with access limited to program staff." 


The League said "As a matter of policy, 
ARRL will not use its status as a VEC in pro- 
moting the sale of its publications. Both staff 
and volunteer field personnel will be instruct- 
ed to avoid any such reference." 


"The ARRL is committed to maintaining 


and_ enhancing the integrity of the examina- 


tion program for licensing in the Amateur 
Radio Service, and believes the steps describ- 
ed are necessary and sufficient measures to 
preclude either the fact or the appearance of 
a conflict of interest between its service as a 
provider of study material and as a VEC." 


Among 


KB/YB, eK 5JU, “W3BE, 


WA6ITF, AA4MI, 


K224. SV EBGDG, 


FREE SAMPLE OF THIS NEWSLETTER SENT TO ANYONE FOR A 2-STAMP SASE. 


WA0ZQG, KBIN, CARF, 
W6FGE, WOTN - many FCC administrative & field offices and others that wish to remain anonymous. Your news assistance, clippings, 


club bulletins, phone calls (214-690-1063 has a recorder on it 24 hours a day with no cut-off timing) leads, tips, rumors, inside infor- 
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these were: W8UPM, ARRL, N5GAR, CRRL, 
mation are solicited and very much appreciated. 
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FC HIEF ADDRESSES ARRL_ CONVENTION 


The following is the text of a speech 
given by Bob Foosaner, Chief of the FCC's 
Private Radio Bureau before the ARRL Nat- 


ional Convention on July 21, 1984, in New 


York City. Since it covers many areas we feel 
you will be interested in, we are publishing it 


in its entirety. 


"lam pleased to have this opportunity to 
address the ARRL National Convention. I 
come before you in all humility. Try not to 
think of me as the Chief of one of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission's most 
important bureaus. Instead, regard me simply 
as the man who killed 'no code,' the ‘Savior 
of Amateur Radio,' if you will. 


"The draft provided for me by my staff 
says that I should pause here for a standing 
ovation. 


"In| many respects administering the 
Amateur Radio Service has been like playing 
softball. We get many "chances" to make 
plays. We like to think that most of the time 
we make the right play. Sometimes we bobble 
the ball a little, but we end up making the 
play. 'No code' was like that bobble. While it 
was going on we had a lot of 'help' from 
about 5,000 bench jockeys in the stands. You. 
And although the runner got to first base, he 
never scored. Everybody breathed a sigh of 
relief. So did I. I knew that if that runner 
scored, the fans would be clammoring for a 
relief pitcher! 


"The game, however, is far from over. 
"No code! was proposed as a way to make 
amateur radio more attractive to today's 
bright young people. And while our analysis of 
the Docket showed that amateur radio is 
healthy and growing, it could be better. There 
is no other hobby I can think of that offers so 
many different facets which appeal to a mul- 
titude of interests. So if 'No Code' was not 
the way to appeal to new hobbyists then it is 
up to you to find the way. 


"That's right, YOU. Because now it's 
your turn to play in the game. Now we'll see 
how you do. The Communications Act Amend- 
ments of 1982 opened new opportunities for 


amateurs to improve the service through vol- 
unteer action in the areas of testing and 
enforcement. The Commission has now com- 
pleted the implementation of this legislation. 


So it's your turn. 


"Before I go on I would like to test your 
ability to carry out this function. Everybody 
participate. (At this point, Foosaner, gave the 
audience a short humorous test question to 
ans wer.) 


ON VOLUNTEER TESTING 


"Now let's talk about the Volunteer 


Examination Program. You are really in the 


spotlight on this one, because after November 
of this year the FCC is out of the Amateur 
testing buisness. There will be no exceptions. 
If you do not give examinations through the 
volunteer examination program, no one will. I 
am pleased to report that the program is off 
to a suprisingly good start. There is at least 
one volunteer examiner coordinator for every 
region of the country. Examinations have been 
given in many parts of the country and a few 


places have regular examination opportunities. 


"We in the Commission were disappointed 
when the League delayed the initiation of its 
program. But Congress gave us legislation 
which authorized reimbursement and last week 
the Commission adopted Rules to carry out 
the law. So now there is no barrier to League 
participation in the program and we are 
expecting great things from their involvement. 


"I urge you to get behind this program. 
Whether you work through the League, some 
other Volunteer Examiner Coordinator or a 
local club, your involvement is essential if the 
program is to be a success. Ask yourself how 
much you've gotten out of Amateur Radio. 
Isn't it time you put something back in? 


N LUNTEER ENFOR NI vece 


"Turning to Volunteer Enforcement, A 
program established between our Field Opera- 
tions Bureau and the ARRL has recently 
gotten underway. It is designed to keep Ama- 
teur Radio self-enforcing. It is designed to 
keep small problems from becoming big ones. 
It is designed to enable hams to solve their 


Want to increase your effectiveness in 
working DX? Want your audio to be pleasant 
and easily understood? Or would you like to 
understand more about the principles of audio 
that effect communications quality and effec- 
tiveness? 


Amateurs have not been well schooled in 
testing and correcting these deficiencies. (Do 
you know what your transmitter sounds like 
over the air?) You can find out the answers 
to these questions by tuning into the North 
American Teleconference Radio Net (TRN) on 
Friday, September 14, 1984, at 7:30 p.m. CDT 
(0030Z next day.) The subject will be Micro- 


phone Equalization for Radio Communications 
presented by Bob Heil, K9EID. 


Bob will discuss such factors as: the his- 
tory of audio as related to hearing and com- 
munications; ear responses (what we _ hear) 
including Fletcher-Munson curves, audio pro- 
cessing by limiters, compressors and equaliz- 
ers, microphone frequency response and prox- 
imity effect; and speaker system limitations. 
Most important, Bob will describe practical 
ways to apply this information to improve the 
sound and effectiveness of your radio station. 


Bob is especially qualified to speak on 
audio in radio communciations. Early on he 
trained and perfected his listening as a pro- 
fessional musician. He then moved on to the 
design, development, production and operation 
of sound reinforcement systems for prominent 
performers. He is the author of the book "The 
Practical Guide to Concert Sound" (as well as 
a handbook for radio amateurs) and serves as 
a college lecturer on audio systems. 


Bob was honored at Dayton as 1982 
"Amateur of the Year." He is also a well 
known exponent of converting surplus CB 
transceiver boards to 10-meter FM as a 
practical way to encourage building activities 
by amateurs. 


TRN may be heard on over 180 gateway 
stations, mostly VHF repeaters, across North 
America. A complete list of stations is on the 
CompuServe "Hamnet" database. Stations that 
would like to participate in the TRN lectures 
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should contact Rick Whiting (W@TN) at the 
Honeywell Amateur Radio Club, Mail Station 
MN26-4201, Honeywell, Inc., Honeywell Plaza, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408. 


°ap+ape 


@Effective August 8, 1984, the United 
States has signed a Third Party traffic agree- 
ment with St. Christopher, Nevis and Anguilla. 
St. Christopher is also known as St. Kitts. 
Callsign prefixes are VP2E and VP2K. The 
islands are located in the south carribean. 


BMBBBMMUMMMUMMMHAUM UMMM MMMM MMM MM MM 


HAM OPERATOR EXAM QUESTIONS 
A booklet containing the FCC Amateur 
Radio Operator Study Guide and all 
1600 actual test questions for all ham 


classes (Novice through Extra) now 
available for $2.50 postpaid from: 

THE W5YI REPORT 
PO Box #10101 - Dallas, Texas - 75207 


Kee rkekekrekerrkrekkerrerererrKkkenrkrekkerkenr 


SATELLITE-TO-HOME TV NARROWING 


"DBS", the broadcast future of the '70s 
might prove to be the flop of the 80's. Direct 
seems to 
have taken a backward step lately. United 
Satellite Communications, Inc. (USCI), the one 
company that has a modified version up and 
running isn't doing well with it. In fact it is a 


HUMBRUBMHAM RARE 
HRUMAMBRMUA BHM BM Me 


financial disaster. 


Now Western Union says they will aban- 
don their plan to be a satellite carrier of 
direct-to-rooftop dish TV programming. They 
cite "insufficient interest" as their reason. 
RCA has pushed back its DBS starting date to 
1989 and says they will go with a low power 
(less costly) version. CBS dropped out of the 
DBS race completely three weeks ago. 


There are now only six companies left 
that still seem interested - although there are 
seven "second round" applications for DBS 
service on file with the FCC. Satellite Tele- 
vision Corporation (STC), a subsidiary of giant 
Comsat, is still regarding as the frontrunner 
to be eventually successful with DBS. It costs 
up to a billion dollars in start up costs to get 
into the Direct Satellite Broadcast business. 


@Both houses of the California legislature 
have approved a bill providing for stiff penal- 
‘ties for manufacturers, distributors and users 
of unauthorized pay-TV decoding devices. 
Marketers of the decoders can be fined up to 
$10,000 for the first offense. Subsequent 
offenses carry up to a $20,000 fine and/or jail 
time. Private home users face a fine of up to 
$1,000, imprisonment for 90 days or both. It 
could be signed into law by the Governor at 
any time! The measure is aimed primarily at 
the over-the-air pay-TV industry since a cable 
TV piracy law is already in effect in Cali- 
fornia. 


@Telex-HyGain (Minneapolis) has an open- 
ing for an amateur radio products Sales Mana- 
ger who ideally: (1.) ...is a licensed amateur, 
(2.) ..has a degree in Marketing or Business, 
(3.) ...is familiar with the amateur market, (4.) 
...Knows how to train, motivate and sell, (5.) 
..is able to travel 40% of the time and (6.) 
..wants to be in the middle of new product, 
project marketing and advertising planning. 
Contact: Norman H. Hansen, Director of Sales 
at: (612) 884-4051. 


@It is questionable just how well the new 
AT&T is doing! They have frozen. the salary 
levels of management level employees to save 
$185 million in expenses. They cite heavy 
competition and loss of telephone market 
share as the reason. 


@Robert D. Orr, Governor of Indiana, has 
issued an Executive Order applauding amateur 
radio operators for their invaluable service 
during emergencies and for their message han- 
dling ability throughout the world. "...without 
such valuable and dedicated service, loss of 
life and property during times of crisis would 
be far greater..." The week of October 14-20 
has been proclaimed as "Amateur Radio 


Orr: 


eWriting off a new personal computer may 
be tougher than you think. Under the new 
1984 Tax Act, more than half of your compu- 
ter time must be for business purposes to 
qualify for deductions. If you purchased your 
computer before June 19, 1984, however, de- 
ductions can be taken based on any proportion 
of business use. Business Week, (July 23) 
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suggests you use your computer to keep tabs 
on its businness use. 


@Telephone history was made in Charle- 
ston, West Virginia, on July 15th when it be- 
came the first city in the nation to offer 
"equal access" to long distance customers. 
Subscribers can stipulate which long distance 
service they want instead of arbitrarily get- 
ting AT&T. MCI said that their share of the 
market increased 400% in Charleston due to 
the new rules. 


@The FCC has approved the radiodetermi- 
nation satellite service that the Geostar 
Corporation petitioned for a year ago. The 
Geostar concept has the capability to locate 
any transceiver in the United States to an 
accuracy of 20 feet. It could even be used to 
guide lost motorists. Anti-collision devices for 
automobiles and airplanes are also possible 
with the new technology. 


@Due to the second quarter FCC admini- 
stered amateur radio operator exams, the 
FCC's Gettysburg facility processed 14,075 
amateur operator licenses during June - up 
16% from May's 12,102. This is still slightly 
less than handled in June of 1983 and 1982, 
however. 


@Kantronics, Inc. is undertaking legal 
action against software pirates and will publi- 
cize the results of this action. The first case 
involves a non-amateur selling at the Michi- 
gan State ARRL Hamfest in Detroit. They 
were selling to amateur operators, however. 
Kantronics is also pursuing leads on other 
pirates. Some of them are hams. Mike For- 
syth, Kantronics Marketing Director asks ama- 
teurs to never buy copied software, to report 
pirates to the software manufacturer and 
"Don't allow illegal sales at your local ham- 
fest." He reminds amateurs that "If manufac- 
turers are not able to sell enough product to 
make a profit, other new and improved pro- 
grams will not be written." He asks assistance 
from the amateur community. 


@Ten-Tec, Inc., (Sevierville, TN) has 
acquired the Bassett amateur antenna line and 
will be offering both multiband fixed station 
and single band mobile antennas covering 2 
through 75 meters. 


tips, rumors, inside infor- 


club bulletins, phone calls (214-690-1063 has a recorder on it 24 hours a day with no cut-off timing) leads, 


OF THIS NEWSLETTER SENT TO ANYONE FOR A 2-STAMP SAS 


mation are solicited and very much appreciated. FREE SAMP 


F HIEF_ ADDRESSES ARRL_ CONVENTION 


The following is the text of a speech 
given by Bob Foosaner, Chief of the FCC's 
Private Radio Bureau before the ARRL Nat- 
ional Convention on July 21, 1984, in New 
York City. Since it covers many areas we feel 
you will be interested in, we are publishing it 


in its entirety. 


"Iam pleased to have this opportunity to 
address the ARRL National Convention. I 
come before you in all humility. Try not to 
think of me as the Chief of one of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission's most 
important bureaus. Instead, regard me simply 
as the man who killed 'no code,' the ‘Savior 
of Amateur Radio,' if you will. 


"The draft provided for me by my staff 
says that I should pause here for a standing 
ovation. 


"In| many respects administering the 
Amateur Radio Service has been like playing 
softball. We get many "chances" to make 
plays. We like to think that most of the time 
we make the right play. Sometimes we bobble 
the ball a little, but we end up making the 
play. 'No code' was like that bobble. While it 
was going on we had a lot of 'help' from 
about 5,000 bench jockeys in the stands. You. 
And although the runner got to first base, he 
never scored. Everybody breathed a sigh of 
relief. So did I. I knew that if that runner 
scored, the fans would be clammoring for a 
relief pitcher! 


"The game, however, is far from over. 
"No code’ was proposed as a way to make 
amateur radio more attractive to today's 
bright young people. And while our analysis of 
the Docket showed that amateur radio is 
healthy and growing, it could be better. There 
is no other hobby I can think of that offers so 
many different facets which appeal to a mul- 
titude of interests. So if 'No Code' was not 
the way to appeal to new hobbyists then it is 
up to you to find the way. 


"That's right, YOU. Because now it's 
your turn to play in the game. Now we'll see 
how you do. The Communications Act Amend- 
ments of 1982 opened new opportunities for 
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amateurs to improve the service through vol- 
unteer action in the areas of testing and 
enforcement. The Commission has now com- 
pleted the implementation of this legislation. 


So it's your turn. 


"Before I go on I would like to test your 
ability to carry out this function. Everybody 
participate. (At this point, Foosaner, gave the 
audience a short humorous test question to 
ans wer.) 


ON_ VOLUNTEER TESTING 


"Now let's talk about the Volunteer 
Examination Program. You are really in the 
spotlight on this one, because after November 
of this year the FCC is out of the Amateur 
testing buisness. There will be no exceptions. 
If you do not give examinations through the 
volunteer examination program, no one will. I 
am pleased to report that the program is off 
to a suprisingly good start. There is at least 
one volunteer examiner coordinator for every 
region of the country. Examinations have been 
given in many parts of the country and a few 


places have regular examination opportunities. 


"We in the Commission were disappointed 
when the League delayed the initiation of its 
program. But Congress gave us legislation 
which authorized reimbursement and last week 
the Commission adopted Rules to carry out 
the law. So now there is no barrier to League 
participation in the program and we are 
expecting great things from their involvement. 


"I urge you to get behind this program. 
Whether you work through the League, some 
other Volunteer Examiner Coordinator or a 
local club, your involvement is essential if the 
program is to be a success. Ask yourself how 
much you've gotten out of Amateur Radio. 
Isn't it time you put something back in? 


ON VOLUNTEER ENFORCEMENT.... 


"Turning to Volunteer Enforcement, A 
program established between our Field Opera- 
tions Bureau and the ARRL has recently 
gotten underway. It is designed to keep Ama- 
teur Radio self-enforcing. It is designed to 
keep small problems from becoming big ones. 
It is designed to enable hams to solve their 


@Both houses of the California legislature 
have approved a bill providing for stiff penal- 
ties for manufacturers, distributors and users 
of unauthorized pay-TV decoding devices. 
Marketers of the decoders can be fined up to 
$10,000 for the first offense. Subsequent 
offenses carry up to a $20,000 fine and/or jail 
time. Private home users face a fine of up to 
$1,000, imprisonment for 90 days or both. It 
could be signed into law by the Governor at 
any time! The measure is aimed primarily at 
the over-the-air pay-TV industry since a cable 
TV piracy law is already in effect in Cali- 
fornia. 


@Telex-HyGain (Minneapolis) has an open- 
ing for an amateur radio products Sales Mana- 
ger who ideally: (1.) ...is a licensed amateur, 
(2.) ..has a degree in Marketing or Business, 
(3.) ...is familiar with the amateur market, (4.) 
...knows how to train, motivate and sell, (5.) 
iS able to travel 40% of the time and (6.) 
...wants to be in the middle of new product, 
project marketing and advertising planning. 
Contact: Norman H. Hansen, Director of Sales 
at: (612) 884-4051. 


elt is questionable just how well the new 
AT&T is doing! They have frozen the salary 
levels of management level employees to save 
$185 million in expenses. They cite heavy 
competition and loss of telephone market 
share as the reason. 


@Robert D. Orr, Governor of Indiana, has 
issued an Executive Order applauding amateur 
radio operators for their invaluable service 
during emergencies and for their message han- 
dling ability throughout the world. "...without 
such valuable and dedicated service, loss of 
life and property during times of crisis would 
be far greater..." The week of October 14-20 
has been proclaimed as "Amateur Radio 


Did ve 


eWriting off a new personal computer may 
be tougher than you think. Under the new 
1984 Tax Act, more than half of your compu- 
ter time must be for business purposes to 
qualify for deductions. If you purchased your 
computer before June 19, 1984, however, de- 
ductions can be taken based on any proportion 
of business use. Business Week, (July 23) 
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suggests you use your computer to keep tabs 
on its businness use. 


@Telephone history was made in Charle- 
ston, West Virginia, on July 15th when it be- 
came the first city in the nation to offer 
"equal access" to long distance customers. 
Subscribers can stipulate which long distance 
service they want instead of arbitrarily get- 
ting AT&T. MCI said that their share of the 
market increased 400% in Charleston due to 
the new rules. 


®The FCC has approved the radiodetermi- 
nation satellite service that the Geostar 
Corporation petitioned for a year ago. The 
Geostar concept has the capability to locate 
any transceiver in the United States to an 
accuracy of 20 feet. It could even be used to 
guide lost motorists. Anti-collision devices for 
automobiles and airplanes are also possible 
with the new technology. 


@®Due to the second quarter FCC admini- 
stered amateur radio operator exams, the 
FCC's Gettysburg facility processed 14,075 
amateur operator licenses during June - up 
16% from May's 12,102. This is still slightly 
less than handled in June of 1983 and 1982, 
however. 


@Kantronics, Inc. is undertaking legal 
action against software pirates and will publi- 
cize the results of this action. The first case 
involves a non-amateur selling at the Michi- 
gan State ARRL Hamfest in Detroit. They 
were selling to amateur operators, however. 
Kantronics is also pursuing leads on other 
pirates. Some of them are hams. Mike For- 
syth, Kantronics Marketing Director asks ama- 
teurs to never buy copied software, to report 
pirates to the software manufacturer and 
"Don't allow illegal sales at your local ham- 
fest." He reminds amateurs that "If manufac- 
turers are not able to sell enough product to 
make a profit, other new and improved pro- 
grams will not be written." He asks assistance 
from the amateur community. 


@Ten-Tec, Inc., (Sevierville, TN) has 
acquired the Bassett amateur antenna line and 
will be offering both multiband fixed station 
and single band mobile antennas covering 2 
through 75 meters. 
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what securities to invest in, even more 
directly, to manage clients' investment port- 
folio. Another function of the same organiza- 
tion is to underwrite or finance corporate 
takeovers, mergers, buyouts and the like. 
Advance knowledge of corporate restructuring 
from the financing branch of the brokerage 
house, ‘insider information,' obviously could 


be used to unfair advantage by the investment~ 


branch." 


The League noted that the Securities 
and Exchange Commission allows this situation 
to exist if "the two areas (are)... functionally 
separate and no exchange of information is 
permited between the two; such a condition 
has come to be known as ‘erecting a Chinese 
Wall' between the two functional areas." The 
ARRL proposed to erect such a_ barrier 
between their testing and publishing depart- 


ments. 


The original proposal did not clearly 
spell out that the ARRL's question/answer 
poo! would be released to the public in order 
to not have an unfair test and license prepa- 
ration material advantage. The revised pro- 
posal had the following (different) sentence 
"This material (meaning the various test ques- 
tions and multiple choice answers/distractors) 


will be placed in the public domain without 
copyright protection, and will not be changed 


so frequently as to frustrate the intent of 
this availability." 


",,.the only ‘insider information' will be 
the specific questions (test designs) to be 
used during a particular time period." The 
ARRL's VEC proposal emphasized that the 
Examination Program Department "will have 
no involvement with League publications, or 
other duties that would pose a conflict..." 


The Revised (July 19th) proposal also 
stipulated that only the ARRL president and 
General Manager "who have oversight respon- 
sibility for the overall operation of the 
League (will) have the right to request access 
to the exact test designs. "...any such request 
will be made a matter or record... Staff mem- 
bers will be informed that willful breach of 
the 'Chinese Wall' with the intent of frustrat- 
ing its intent could lead to dismissal; inadver- 
tent breach would lead to lessor sanction." 


ARCHITECTURE OF THE "CHINESE WALL" 


In preparing to become a VEC, the 
ARRL identified one organizational change 
that was needed to avoid the appearance of a 
conflict of interest. Previously, study material 
contained in the ARRL License Manual was 
prepared by the staff of the Training Branch 
in the Club and Training Department. This 


function was transferred to the Technical 


Department in late 1983. 


Dave Sumner, KIZZ, League General 
Manager, said in his proposal that "Those 
staff members who are engaged in the prepa- 
ration and distribution of publications will be 


given specific instructions that they are not 
to_seek or to accept information relating to 
test designs, and that they are to report any 
attempted violation to their supervisor immed- 


iately." 


Sumner also asked the FCC to mark any 
correspondence concerning test designs as 
"Personal" or "Confidential". Volunteer Exami- 
ners will be asked to return examination 
materials in specially provided envelopes 
marked in much the same way. 


"In arranging for the printing of examin- 
ations, only VE program staff will perform 
typesetting and layout and thus will have 
access to the actual examination questions. 
Only printers who can ensure security (includ- 
ing accounting for spoilage) will be con- 
tracted to print examinations. Confidential 
test-design information, including that stored 
on diskette, will be kept in a secure, locked 
area, with access limited to program staff." 


The League said "As a matter of policy, 


ARRL will not use its status as a VEC in pro- 


moting the sale of its publications. Both staff 
and volunteer field personnel will be instruct- 
ed to avoid any such reference." 


"The ARRL is committed to maintaining 
and_ enhancing the integrity of the examina- 


tion program for licensing in the Amateur 
Radio Service, and believes the steps describ- 
ed are necessary and sufficient measures to 
preclude either the fact or the appearance of 
a conflict of interest between its service as a 
provider of study material and as a VEC." 


Among 


KB7YB, K5JII, W3BE, 


Your news assistance, clippings, 


-1063 has a recorder on it 24 hours a day with no cut-off timing) leads, tips, rumors, inside infor- 


LE OF THIS NEWSLETTER SENT TO ANYONE FOR A 2-STAMP SASE. 


FREE SAMP! 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU THAT SUBMITTED OR OTHERWISE CONTRIBUTED editorial content used in this issue! 


these were: W8UPM, ARRL, N5GAR, CRRL, WAO0ZQG, KBIN, CARF, K3ZJ, VE3CDC, WA6ITF, AA4MI, 


W6FGE, WOTN - many FCC administrative & field offices and others that wish to remain anonymous. 


club bulletins, phone calls (214-690 
mation are solicited and very much appreciated. 
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FC HIEF ADDRESSES ARRL CONVENTION 


The following is the text of a speech 
given by Bob Foosaner, Chief of the FCC's 
Private Radio Bureau before the ARRL Nat- 


ional Convention on July 21, 1984, in New 


York City. Since it covers many areas we feel 
you will be interested in, we are publishing it 


in its entirety. 


"I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
address the ARRL National Convention. I 
come before you in all humility. Try not to 
think of me as the Chief of one of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission's most 
important bureaus. Instead, regard me simply 
as the man who killed 'no code,' the ‘Savior 
of Amateur Radio,' if you will. 


"The draft provided for me by my staff 
says that I should pause here for a standing 
ovation. 


"In| many respects administering the 
Amateur Radio Service has been like playing 
softball. We get many "chances" to make 
plays. We like to think that most of the time 
we make the right play. Sometimes we bobble 
the ball a little, but we end up making the 
play. 'No code’ was like that bobble. While it 
was going on we had a lot of 'help' from 
about 5,000 bench jockeys in the stands. You. 
And although the runner got to first base, he 
never scored. Everybody breathed a sigh of 
relief. So did I. I knew that if that runner 
scored, the fans would be clammoring for a 
relief pitcher! 


"The game, however, is far from over. 
"No code! was proposed as a way to make 
amateur radio more attractive to today's 
bright young people. And while our analysis of 
the Docket showed that amateur radio is 
healthy and growing, it could be better. There 
is no other hobby I can think of that offers so 
many different facets which appeal to a mul- 
titude of interests. So if 'No Code’ was not 
the way to appeal to new hobbyists then it is 
up to you to find the way. 


"That's right, YOU. Because now it's 
your turn to play in the game. Now we'll see 
how you do. The Communications Act Amend- 
ments of 1982 opened new opportunities for 


amateurs to improve the service through vol- 
unteer action in the areas of testing and 
enforcement. The Commission has now com- 
pleted the implementation of this legislation. 


So it's your turn. 


"Before I go on I would like to test your 
ability to carry out this function. Everybody 
participate. (At this point, Foosaner, gave the 
audience a short humorous test question to 
ans wer.) 


ON VOLUNTEER TESTING 


"Now let's talk about the Volunteer 


Examination Program. You are really in the 


spotlight on this one, because after November 
of this year the FCC is out of the Amateur 
testing buisness. There will be no exceptions. 
If you do not give examinations through the 
volunteer examination program, no one will. I 
am pleased to report that the program is off 
to a suprisingly good start. _There is at least 
one volunteer examiner coordinator for every 
region of the country. Examinations have been 
given in many parts of the country and a few 


places have regular examination opportunities. 


"We in the Commission were disappointed 
when the League delayed the initiation of its 
program. But Congress gave us legislation 
which authorized reimbursement and last week 
the Commission adopted Rules to carry out 
the law. So now there is no barrier to League 
participation in the program and we are 
expecting great things from their involvement. 


"I urge you to get behind this program. 
Whether you work through the League, some 
other Volunteer Examiner Coordinator or a 
local club, your involvement is essential if the 
program is to be a success. Ask yourself how 
much you've gotten out of Amateur Radio. 
Isn't it time you put something back in? 


ON VOLUNTEER ENFORCEMENT.... 


"Turning to Volunteer Enforcement, A 
program established between our Field Opera- 
tions Bureau and the ARRL has recently 
gotten underway. It is designed to keep Ama- 
teur Radio self-enforcing. It is designed to 
keep small problems from becoming big ones. 
It is designed to enable hams to solve their 
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own problems. Ideally, we in the FCC would 
never even hear about violations - they would 
be corrected voluntarily through this new pro- 
gram. 


"Do not think for a moment that this 
new program is a relaxation of our enforce- 
ment efforts. To the contrary, it will enable 
us to devote our resources to those truly bad 
actors who presist in serious rule violations. 
We are prepared to go to great lengths to 
make sure the rules are obeyed. Ask 
Ex-WA6JIY (Gary M. Kerr of Los Gatos, Cali- 
fornia.) He kept operating after we revoked 
his license for jamming the Grizzly Peak 

repeater. So we fined him $2,000 for unli- 

censed operation, which he has not paid. Now 
he's got the United States Attorney to deal 
with and if he's not careful he may end up 
behind bars. 


"Another jammer who's now cooling his 
heels is W7IVK (Dave H. Meehan, Las Vegas, 
Nevada.) He's off the air for a year for jam- 
ming a net and when he comes back he will 
be restricted from operating in the 40 meter 
band. We've got several other jamming cases 
in progress at the present time. That's a 
shame because it could be interpreted as a 
sign of deterioration of the traditionally self- 
enforcing nature of amateur radio. 


"As little as 5 or 6 years ago there were 
no cases in he lawbooks of license revocation 
for malicious interference. Today there are 
several. Today there is ample precedent for a 
judge to revoke a license and it's happening 
more and more. All sorts of defenses have 
been raised and rejected. The point is simple: 
Jamming is Jamming. It always occurs for a 
reason and we don't care what the reason is. 
If we catch you - and if you do it often 
enough we will catch you - you can say good- 
bye to amateur radio. 


"It's not only jamming that can get you 

in trouble. Cheating on an examination will 

~ cost you your ticket as well. We expect that 
the new Volunteer Examination Program will 

make cheating more difficult since there will 

be so many variations in the test designs. 

Nevertheless, there will be some who will try 

the imposter method or other forms of cheat- 

ing. 


"So let me remind you of two things. It 
is as bad to assist someone else's fraudulent 
scheme as it is to actually engage in fraud 
yourself. That is right in the Communications 
Act itself. Second, there are no secrets in 
amateur radio. If you try to get - or help 
someone else try to get - a license by fraudu- 
lent means, it is a certainty that some other 
ham knows about it. So they call us and we 
take it from there. Our policy is to revoke 
the licenses of all involved and again the case 
law backs us up 100% 


"We have been talking so far about the 
recent developments in amateur radio - the 
end of the no-code proposal, volunteer 
enforcement and recent sanctions. I'll close 
with a look at what's ahead in the months to 
come. 


"If there's one phrase that best sums up 
the foreseeable future it would be ‘spectrum 


issues.' Some of our actions and proposals are 
going to be popular and others will be not so 
popular. One action that most of you will like 
is something we did just last Wednesday. The 
Commission has adopted a Second Report and 
Order in Docket 82-83, expanding the phone 


segments in the HF bands. The Commission 
adopted the ARRL proposal. 


DEATH OF NO CODE COULD KILL 220, T 


"We will also very shortly begin work on 
implementing the changes made by the 1979 
World Administrative Radio Conference or '79 
WARC' as it's known. Where it is possible to 
grant early access for amateurs to these 
bands we will do so. 


"There is, however, a flip side to the 
"spectrum issues' coin. And that is that it's 
not always a 'get' situation; sometimes it's a 


'give.' Spectrum allocations are never fixed 
in stone. Circumstances of technology, usage 


and demand often combine to bring about 
change. As Chief of the Private Radio 
Bureau, I also have responsibility for the Land 
Mobile Radio Services. We recently completed 
a study which predicted that the Land Mobile 
needs would exceed presently allocated spec- 
trum in several parts of the country in the 
next 16 years. This pressure is going to have 
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to be relieved somehow and it is natural for 
us to begin to look around at our options. One 
option that is going to be explored is the 
present Amateur 220-MHz band. 


"The 220 band is not a worldwide ama- 
teur band. It is only available to hams here in 
Region 2 - and then only on a_secondary 
basis, meaning that all other uses take pre- 
cedence over amateurs in this band. There 
was some thought that a codeless class of 
amateur license could be accommodated in 
this band. But you have made it abundantly 
clear that there is no room anywhere in Ama- 
teur Radio for a No-Code license. It follows 
therefore that 220 is a feasible option for 
accomodating the ever increasing Land Mobile 
needs of the country. It is an option we will 
be considering in the months to come. 


"Getting back to HF phone, let me fur- 
ther explain our action of this week. Your 
new phone privileges will become effective 
00:01 UTC September 1, 1984 or in lawyer's 
terms, 801 p.m. Friday, August 31, 1984, 
EDT. 


"On all of the issues that come before 
us, we try to do the best job possible of bal- 
ancing all interests and coming out with the 
right decision. The value of amateur radio - 
its acomplishments and contributions - have 
been well illustrated for me over the last 24 
hours. The service which has produced Owen 
Garriott and others like him is well worth 
advocating and protecting. You may rest 
assured that as I am called upon to make 
some hard decisions in the weeks and months 
ahead, these contributions will be foremost in 
my mind. 

"As a final matter, would Dr. Price 
(W4RA - ARRL president), Dave Sumner 
(K1ZZ, League General Manager) and Ray 
Kowalski, your Division Chief, please join me. 
I am personally delivering to Dr. Price and 
Mr. Sumner, the agreement with the FCC that 
rcognizes the League as a VEC. 


"There are many facets to my position as 
a public servant some are more enjoyable than 
others. One of the most rewarding is dealing 
with the licensees of the Amateur Radio Ser- 
vice. The public service accomplished by ama- 
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teurs is unparalleled in the radio community 
and I am proud to be associated with you. 
Thank you. 

(Emphasis and headlines added by the editor) 


MORE INFO _ON. VOLUNTEER TESTING 


The FCC is now working on updating the 
Novice Class (Element 2) question pool. As 
part of the volunteer testing program, VECs 
.were asked to advise the Commission regard- 
ing the need to change questions. Several will 
be reworded, added and duplications elimi- 
nated. 


The FCC said they would review each 
license classes questions annually - one a 
quarter. Comments closed for the Novice 
exam questions on July 1. The FCC will next 
review the Element 3 Tech/Genera! written 
questions. Closing date for VEC recommenda- 
tions on that one is October 1. Element 4A 
(Advanced) and 4B (Extra-Class) get reviewed 
next January and April (1985) respectively. 


Also understand that VECs will be get- | 
ting "instruction packages" shortly on: : 

(1.) - Handling test reimbursement 

(2.) - Designing Amateur tests and... 

(3.) - Handling of the new "unique ID" 

for amateurs who upgrade. 

New Form 610 with special "VE Team Report" 
on reverse should be ready in about a week. 
It is now at the printer with a "promise date" 
of August 6th. We will have them available 
for you about mid-August. 


A new VEC has been added in the 
"Pacific Insular Region". The Koolau Amateur 
Radio Club in Hawaii had their proposal to be 
a VEC approved last week by the FCC. 


Our own campaign to assist with amateur 
testing continues. The questions, answers and 
answer references to all amateur classes (that 
we received from the FCC) have been provid- 
ed by us to: Ameco (Marty Schwartz), Bash 
Educational Services (Dick Bash/KL7IHP), 
CompuSoft (Dave Lien/W6OVP) and West 
Radio Schoo! (Gordon West/WB6NOA). 


All are presently working on _ license 
preparation materials - including tests. We 


hope to have these available shortly so that 
they can be used by the Volunteer Examiners 
that we are accrediting. We also understand 
that the ARRL will be sending us a complete 
set of questions/answers. The General (Ele- 
ment 3) questions should be here momentarily. 


More on this later! 


Meanwhile, if you are an Extra Class 
amateur and want to be a Volunteer Examiner 
under our program (we are FCC approved in 
all regions - the same as the ARRL) send us 
the following signed statement and a copy of 
your ham ticket: 


"I am a currently licensed Extra Class 
amateur radio operator and wish to be a Vol- 
unteer Examiner. I have never had my station 
or operator license revoked or suspended. I do 
not own a significant interest in nor am an 
employee of any company or entity engaged in 
making, preparing or distributing amateur 
radio equipment or license preparation mater- 
ials. My age is at least 18 years old." 


Send to: VE Accreditation - W5YI VEC; 
PO Box #10101, Dallas, TX 75207. There is no 
cost for this but do include an SASE. (If you 
want a 2-color certificate suitable for fram- 
ing, the cost is $1.00 - a 'break-even' deal.) 
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AUTOMATIC REPEATER IDENTIFICATION.... 


I don't know how all of this got started, 
but automatic identification of amateur re- 
peaters is not illegal. But there are some 
things you should be aware of. 


Using a 2-meter (or any repeater operat- 
ing between 10 meters and 450-MHz) as a 
beacon is illegal. Also automatically control- 
led IDing without a control operator present 
(and no QSO in progress) is prohibited. It is a 
question of definitions and control methods. 


The Rules define a beacon as a "one-way 
communication conducted in order to facili- 
tate measurement of radio equipment charac- 
teristics, adjustment of radio equipment, ob- 
servation of propagation or transmission phe- 
nomena, or other related experimental activi- 
ties." (Part 97.3) 
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A repeater merely rebroadcasts amateur 
transmissions - usually using higher power and 
tall, more efficient antennas to increase 
range. 


Automatic control suggests that there is 
no operator present at the point of control. 
Just because a repeater automatically identi- 
fies during a QSO does not make the repeater 
"automatically controlled." 


A repeater with no control operator 
present (and not retransmitting amateur com- 
munications) is prohibited by the rules from 
periodically IDing since this violates Section 
97.113 Rules on broadcasting. 


It doesn't violate the beacon rules 
unless the repeater is meant to be used as a 
beacon. There are some commercially made 
repeater controllers that do have a "beacon 
ID" mode. These can't be used as such and 
these manufacturers have used less than good 
judgement in including this feature. 


An automatically controlled repeater 
that IDs when an amateur keys his transmitter 
but doesn't transmit audio is also not illegal 
since it was the amateur that actually made 
an- illegal unidentified transmission and not 
the repeater. 


In short automatic repeater IDing with a 
control operator present is legal anytime. 
Without a control operator, periodic repeater 
ID is legal only during retransmitted amateur 
communications. Automatically controlled (or 
any) beacon -operation is prohibited on repea- 
ter frequencies under 450 MHz. 
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DECISION TIME FOR PRCS1.... 

My sources tell me that the FCC is 
close to a decision on the 900-MHz Personal 
Radio Communication Service (Docket No. 
83-26) that we extensively wrote about on 
March 15, 1983 - (Vol. 5, Issue #6.) PRCS will 
provide a new dynamic (reasonably priced) 
public mobile phone service using technology 
somewhat similar to that of a long-range 
cordless telephone. It will not use cellular 
technology... and is being opposed by the cell- 
ular industry since it will siphon off much of 
their future business and profits. 


